
Good evening. I am speaking on behalf of my fellow DEA members at Coast High School. 
President Dishno, Superintendent Harwick, distinguished members of the Board, and HBUHSD 
Administration, I address you this evening to urge a swift conclusion to our current contract 
negotiations that honors all of us as members of a very important community: a community of 
educators. 
  
Lion, Baron, and District concerns are also Triton concerns. 
  
Tonight I would like to talk about community. I am proud member of the Triton community; I am 
also a proud member of the DEA community, and a proud member of the HBUHSD community. 
I value the shared goals that we all work toward each and every day.  
  
A community is more than a group of people, though. A community shares vision, purpose, 
success, and challenge. A community supports, grows, lifts up, and cares. A community takes 
care of its own. A community also takes care of others.  
  
We teach our students to be community-minded. To care for themselves and others.  To value 
and respect themselves and others.  
  
We in this room are all one community. The way we take care of each other serves as a model 
for our students, both for how they should behave, and as an example of how the world ought to 
be. I can tell students that we are supported and valued. I can tell students that in this 
microcosm of the world at large, processes work and people are cared for. I can tell students 
that this community is a model of what they should go out into the world and create for 
themselves.  
  
I am hopeful tonight that after tomorrow, I will still be able to speak these truths to my students 
should they ask if I like my job and if I’m valued by my community. I am hopeful that tomorrow I 
will be able to say yes, I am valued, cared for, supported, and happy. I certainly wish those 
things for my students in all of their future professional endeavors. Thank you.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


